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Romani and Traveller people across Europe are 
consistently defined and described by others in 
terms that draw upon historical stereotypes, 
mistaken identities and fantasies of the imaginary 
‘Gypsy’. Our history is ignored or ‘lost’ by majority 
scholarship, our ethnicity dismissed or 
misunderstood and attempts to ‘fit’ us into the 
homogeneous nation-state are made. Romani and 
Traveller diversity and experience make us what we 
are…
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Dr. Adrian Marsh
Researcher in Romani Studies, Swedish 
Research Institute in Istanbul, Turkey

Douglas and Elisabeth Hern and their eight children, on the road between Bala and 
Swansea, Wales 22nd June 1951. Photo: Geoff Charles Collection © National Library 
Wales,


