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Dissertation Abstract 

This dissertation deals with the Mithraic temples from the Roman province of 

Dalmatia. Although the cult of Mithras is attested on thirty-six sites across the 

province and has been in the scholarly focus for a long time, not a single study is 

dedicated to its architecture. The burgeoning number of the newly discovered 

Mithraic temples, as well as the advancements in the methods of their excavation 

and preservation, have led to a better understanding of their internal 

arrangements, building techniques, and their topographical contextualization. 

Particularly, the broad range of small finds have opened new perspectives in the 

study of the cult of Mithras and have allowed new insights into its ritual practices, 

virtually unknown aspects of the cult. 

The dissertation is divided into five chapters. In the introduction, terminology, 

sources, as well as the theoretical and methodological approach are discussed. 

The canonicity of the Mithraic temple is addressed and a clear set of criteria is 

established by which a certain building can be identified as a mithraeum, i.e., 

Mithraic temple. The final part of the introduction provides a geographical 

overview of the province since the physical environment is important for 

contextualization and interpretation of the Mithraic temples in Dalmatia.  

The first part of the second chapter is dedicated to the critical survey of the 

historiography of the topic. Special attention is given to the important question of 

the origins of the Mithraic temple and the influence of Franz Cumont's ideas 

about the Persian origins of the cult. Based on the evidence of Mithraic 



architecture from Dalmatia, it is argued against the existing linear understanding 

of the development of the Mithraic temple and a need for a regional approach is 

emphasized.  

The second part of the second chapter discusses the typology of Mithraic temples, 

otherwise not systematically discussed in the scholarship. To avoid the 

multiplicity of confusing and frequently imprecise terminology applied, a simple 

typological categorization of Mithraic temples is proposed. A particular 

predilection for installing Mithraic temples in natural settings is discussed as well. 

The final part of the second chapter shows how the temples located in natural 

settings were associated with different deities both from pre-Roman and Roman 

times, and are, thus, deeply embedded in the cultural and religious history of the 

province.  

The third chapter offers a detailed topographical discussion of the Mithraic 

temples in Dalmatia. It is divided into four subchapters, each corresponding to a 

different geographic region consistent with the spatial distribution of Mithraic 

temples: the Gacka river valley, the Vrbas river valley, the Neretva river valley, 

and the southern Dalmatia. A closer survey of the geography of the particular 

region is given, followed by a short overview of the Roman settlements and the 

related finds from the area, which are relevant for the contextualization and 

interpretation of the cult. The chapter takes a holistic approach, by which the 

entire evidence of the cult of Mithras from each site is considered: mithraea are 

studied as integral parts of the physical, urban, and cultural environment in which 



they appear, and other relevant finds (inscriptions, reliefs, statues, small finds, 

etc.) are included in the discussion as well.  

The sites and monuments studied in the third chapter are accompanied by a 

detailed catalog, where all the necessary and available information about each of 

the monuments is provided. An updated list of Mithraic temples from the Roman 

Empire has been compiled in appendix 1, with altogether 108 temples listed. The 

appendix summarizes the basic information on each of the temples: dates (where 

known), precise topographical location, dimensions of cella and the construction 

type (where known), and selected bibliography. Appendix 2 provides an updated 

list of Mithraic sites from Dalmatia (excluding the sites examined in this 

dissertation). Altogether twenty-three sites are listed, summarizing the basic 

information about each of the forty-five objects: type of the object and its date 

(where known), with an image and transcription (where necessary), as well as 

recording the object's current location and selected bibliography. 

Overall, the dissertation bridges an important gap in the scholarship not only 

regarding the Mithraic temples, but it provides a comprehensive and updated 

survey of the Roman settlements and related sites from Dalmatia that have so far 

remained out of scholarly discussions.  
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