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Revises Dioscorus' role in the
Christological Controversy
Provides the first serious historical
analysis of Dioscorus as an ecclesiastical
politician and reformer

Patriarch Dioscorus of Alexandria: The Last
Pharaoh of Alexandria and Ecclesiastical Politics
in the Later Roman Empire offers a thorough
revision of the historical role of Dioscorus as
patriarch of Alexandria between 444 and 451
CE. One of the major protagonists of the
Christological controversy, Dioscorus was
hailed a saint in Eastern Church traditions
which opposed the Council of Chalcedon in
451. Yet Western Church traditions remember
him as a heretic and violent villain and much
scholarship maintains this image of Dioscorus
as 'ruthless and ambitious', a 'tyrant-bishop'
feared by his opponents-the 'Attila of the
Eastern Church'.
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