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Since the 1980s, the transformation of the former Eastern bloc, Germany's reunification, the 
enlargement and deeper integration of the European Union, combined with persistent debates 
about migration, ever more attention has been focused on issues of historical and cultural identities. 
Indeed, in some member states of the European Union, the propagation of a new European identity 
was accompanied by the emergence or re-emergence of fragmented and unstable national, 
sometimes even nativist, and ethnic identities. Seemingly established collective, national identities 
became contested political terrain and the focus of political struggles. Moreover, threats and crises 
of various kinds have re-invigorated discussions of national or cultural identities across Europe, 
alongside the rise of various far-right and right-wing populist parties and movements. In my 
lecture, I illustrate the considerations above with the help of a case study about the discursive 
construction of Austrian national identities 1995-2015. First, I will briefly present my theoretical 
and methodological framework (the Discourse-Historical Approach in Critical Discourse Studies) 
and then provide an overview of the types of discourse and data analyzed, including political 
speeches, commemorative events, media, group discussions as well as in-depth interviews. 
Covering crucial analytical categories, I discuss our findings in comparison to data collected in 
1995 and 2005 and conclude with a longitudinal perspective on the discursive construction of 
(Austrian) national identities. 
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