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Discourse/Politics/Identity:
The Discursive Construction of Austrian
National Identity 1995 - 2005 — 2015

Since the 1980s, the transformation of the formast&n bloc, Germany's reunification, the
enlargement and deeper integration of the Europ#aon, combined with persistent debates
about migration, ever more attention has been fxtos issues of historical and cultural identities.
Indeed, in some member states of the European Uthiepropagation of a new European identity
was accompanied by the emergence or re-emergenéeaghented and unstable national,
sometimes even nativist, and ethnic identitiesniiegly established collective, national identities
became contested political terrain and the focymbfical struggles. Moreover, threats and crises
of various kinds have re-invigorated discussionsaifonal or cultural identities across Europe,
alongside the rise of various far-right and righitgv populist parties and movements. In my
lecture, | illustrate the considerations above with help of a case study about the discursive
construction of Austrian national identities 199&L3. First, | will briefly present my theoretical
and methodological framework (the Discourse-Hist@rApproach in Critical Discourse Studies)
and then provide an overview of the types of disseuand data analyzed, including political
speeches, commemorative events, media, group disogsas well as in-depth interviews.
Covering crucial analytical categories, | discuas findings in comparison to data collected in
1995 and 2005 and conclude with a longitudinal pectve on the discursive construction of
(Austrian) national identities.

Wednesday, 21 March at 6 p.m.
Oktober 6 u. 7, Room 102

Ruth Wodak is Emerita Distinguished Professor afcdurse Studies at Lancaster
University, UK, and affiliated to the University dienna. Besides various other
prizes, she was awarded the Wittgenstein Priz&lite Researchers in 1996 and
an Honorary Doctorate from University of Orebrc8weden in 2010. She is past
President of the Societas Linguistica Europaeal 28ie was awarded the Grand
Decoration of Honour in Silver for Services to tRepublic of Austria. She is
member of the British Academy of Social Sciences member of the Academia
Europaea. Her research interests focus on discaitgkes; gender studies; language and/in
politics; prejudice and discrimination; and on ethraphic methods of linguistic field work.




