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CEU University-Wide Doctoral Seminar
Post-Secularism and its Precedents: Religious Counter-discourses to Modernity

Public Session

Vlad Naumescu

(CEU)

Whence the post-secular?
A critical look at the field

UWC 6000 CEU University-Wide Religious Studies Doctoral Seminar “Post-Secularism and its Precedents: Religious Counter-
discourses to Modernity” is a CEU University-Wide Course organized by the Center for Religious Studies and cross-listed by the
Departments of Gender Studies, History, Philosophy, Political Science, and Sociology and Social Anthropology.

Attendance to this seminar session is open to the public.

Abstract: This talk will question the concept of post-secularism by revisiting the fallacies of secularization, its theoretical and empirical
bases, and current religious trends across the globe. It will argue that shifting trends in scholarship do not always match empirical evidence,
or the latter is often read through a normative lens. If post-secularism is, like its predecessor, a contested normative concept: how can we
develop an empirical study of religion in contemporary society?

Vlad Naumescu is an Associate Professor at the Department of Sociology and Social Anthropology, CEU. He is broadly interested in
questions of learning and cultural transmission approached from an interdisciplinary perspective. He has conducted extensive fieldwork in
Ukraine, Romania and South India, looking at practices, institutions and politics that shape Orthodox communities in different localities. His
most recent research brings these cases together into a comparative study of pedagogies of prayer in Eastern Christianity.
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