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Each historical epoch is characterized by its own language and expresses its own 

significant components while creating images of others. The European Age of 

Discovery, the Renaissance, the Humanism and the invention of printing were among 

the most powerful processes of the research period that impacted the European 

civilization. This was a time when a new image of the world and a new image of self 

were being formed and conceptualized. The map from Cosmographia by Sebastian 

Münster named Europa Regina is one of the eloquent visual expressions of 

contemporary thought. Such new conceptions turned into rather strong ideas which 

disseminated and crossed the inner state borders within western Europe, some of them 

were universally adopted thanks to printing, university culture, intellectual ties, and the 

sense of unity based on Christianity.  

 

The representations of Poland, Lithuania and Moscovia as created in text and image in 

the fifteenth and the first half of the sixteenth centuries are in the focus of the present 

research. These lands constitute a continuous area towards the eastern edge of Europe. 

At the same time, they represented different cases of a better known Poland, less known 

Lithuania and to a big extent unknown Moscovia for Europeans of that time. Thus, 

their images are being analyzed with reference to the global tendencies of the historical 

period. This is an attempt to depict and to visually demonstrate the main composite 

elements in contemporary textual descriptions of Poland, Lithuania and Moscovia, to 

trace the dynamics of the created images through the period and to consider them 

comparatively. The illustrations and maps that accompany the textual sources are also 

considered for better understanding of the image-making strategies for these countries 

at that time. The methods of basic qualitative and quantitative analysis and comparative 

approaches were applied in order to depict common textual and visual strategies used 

by different authors while creating their images of the specified lands. They also helped 

to ascertain the differences in the images of Poland, Lithuania and Moscovia. The main 

aspects of the historical period, the geographical and chronological frameworks of the 



research, sources and the aims of the work are discussed in Chapter 1. The applied 

methodology is presented in Chapter 2. 

 

Chapter 3 is devoted to depicting and analyzing the main terminological content of 

the entries on Poland, Lithuania and Moscovia as well as their main constitutive topics 

in general works on Imago Mundi. The entries were also analyzed in regard to the 

topics of "culture" and "nature" for each author and country. The computational tools 

for basic textual analysis and quantification applied to this group of sources provided 

criteria and basis for further comparative analysis. Thus, it was defined that the authors 

followed a number of patterns while writing about the research lands. The most 

important elements that comprised the images of Poland, Lithuania and Moscovia were 

references to their political culture and political history, climate, nature, natural 

resources, religion, urban settlements, local goods, markets, and people. The observed 

emphasis on the topics of  "nature" or "culture" revealed the authors' strategies for 

creating the images of more familiar or less familiar countries as well as strategies to 

communicate the motion towards the eastern edge of Europe. The better known lands 

had fewer references to topics of "nature" in their descriptions and the less known ones 

included more of these topics. 

 

Chapter 4 explores the images of the three research countries in travel accounts. The 

main idea here was to find out what was most important about the images of Poland, 

Lithuania and Moscovia according to the eyewitnesses. The obtained computational 

visualizations for the texts from this group accentuated the importance of urban 

settlements as a central criterion in the images of the described lands. The towns in 

Poland, Lithuania and Moscovia are gradually reported in less and less favorable terms 

while moving eastwards in all considered travel accounts. The western border of 

Poland and the north-western border of Lithuania mattered for travelers in this sense 

and it was the line behind which they would refer to prevailing wooden architecture, 

lack of stone buildings, bad town fortifications, bad castles and so on. Two other 

notions were specified as particularly important, namely rivers and the distances. All 



towns described in the considered travel accounts are mentioned along with their rivers. 

Other important rivers in each land are also mentioned by travelers. This reveals their 

importance for humans at that period. The authors' numerous mentions of distances 

between settlements in Poland and particularly in Lithuania and Moscovia allowed to 

lead to the hypothesis that this was a sign for descriptions of unknown or not that well 

known lands. 

  

Chapter 5 discusses the cartography of the area and of each country. The maps are  

analyzed concerning their functions, utility as well as their narrative content. These 

visual sources accompany the textual ones in the general works on Imago Mundi and 

in the latest travel accounts by Sigismund von Herberstein. It was observed that the 

narrative content of the maps depicting Poland, Lithuania and Moscovia experienced 

significant improvement through the research period. From schematic visual 

representations of the European continent with the main function of locating the textual 

descriptions of its countries, the considered sources evolved into rather detailed 

topographical and illustrated regional maps within the research period. Contemporary 

mental convictions and stereotypes from the textual sources were traced in maps as 

well. 

 

Conlusions  

The comparative analysis of the images of Poland, Lithuania and Moscovia as 

presented in selected textual and visual sources from the fifteenth and the first half of 

the sixteenth centuries made it possible to trace and to better understand their content, 

structure, evolution and contemporary image-making strategies. The applied 

quantitative methods and the methods of basic computational textual visualization 

demonstrated their effectiveness and performative capacity for defining the main 

component parts of the images, which enabled the comparison itself. The preexisting 

notions for the edges of the continent as well as a number of narrative practices to 

communicate the motion towards the eastern edges of Europe were observed. Namely, 

the more one moved to the east of Europe in the Imago Mundi texts, the less was said 



about politics, history, dynasties, etc. and the more was said about the natural 

environment, climate, natural resources, animals, wilderness, and exotic things. Thus, 

the considered lands represent areas advancing towards the eastern edges of Europe 

geographically, but also as textual images in the descriptions of the world. They had 

their own position in the believed picture of the known world. As for the thematic range 

comprising the images of Poland, Lithuania and Moscovia, some progressive dynamics 

was observed. On the one hand, there is a number of standard topics that are present in 

the images of all three lands through the research period, like the rulers and state power, 

the main cities, the markets and goods, and the religion. However, when the reader is 

textually moving eastwards, the larger number of themes or topics will comprise the 

image of each of the following lands. It seems that the authors' playing with the 

thematic range, richness, variety, and the size of the recorded themes was the way to 

textually communicate the motion from the known centers towards the periphery and 

the unknown eastern edges of the continent. 

 

The analysis of different source groups, namely, the Imago Mundi general works, travel 

accounts and maps provided information on how the borders between countries or 

larger areas were textually and visually demarcated. The western border of Poland and 

the north-western border of Lithuania mattered for all considered travelers. This was 

vividly expressed in their opinions about the towns in Poland, Lithuania and Moscovia 

or Russia. The less developed and less fortified urban settlements were an important 

sign for being in another country. In the end of the research period the border of the 

Moscovite state is reported to be the most significant, guarded and watched according 

to Sigismund von Herberstein's travelogue. It is said that it was impossible to enter 

Moscovia without a proper permission. 

 

Similar tendencies were observed in the analysis of the cartographic sources. 

Demarcating state borders was not typical for the period. But the depictions of 

particular features of the landscape like mountain ranges, rivers, forests seem to have 

been already used to draw division lines between areas and states. Hartmann Schedel, 



for example, used a depiction of a mountain chain in order to draw a borderline between 

Poland and Hungary. No such borderlines between Poland, Lithuania and Moscovia 

were observed in his maps. Olaus Magnus, in his turn, drew a line of trees demarcating 

a borderline between Poland, on the one hand, and Lithuania and Moscovia, on the 

other. Finally, Sebastian Münster in his Europa Regina map drew a thick forest line 

and decisively separated Moscovia from the rest of Europe. Thus, by the end of the 

depicted period, the textual references to the borders as well as the cartographic 

depictions of the borderlines follow the common tendency to declare the importance 

of the border with Moscovia. Most of the considered visual depictions of Moscovia 

communicate strong oriental elements which also separates it from the rest of the 

considered area and from the rest of the continent. 

 

As it was mentioned above, frequent references to distances in "leagues" and "miles" 

in the textual sources for Poland, and particularly for Lithuania and Moscovia also 

indicate a borderline between the familiar and not very familiar lands in the east of 

Europe. Information on distances between settlements is not provided for the better 

known countries in the accounts by the same authors. 

 

The comparative analysis of the considered images in different source groups made it 

also possible to trace the "migration" of ideas about the described countries through 

the period as well as through textual and visual sources. Namely, some early 

stereotypical beliefs and aspects would survive unchanged through the period, like the 

story about  paganism in Lithuania in its textual and visual representations; a Paradise-

like motif for the edges of the world found in the descriptions of Moscovia; or the 

observed growing narrative content of the texts for the eastern edges of the European 

continent along with respective narrative improvement of maps through the period. 
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