
         

 

 

 

EVIDENCE-BASED POLICY MAKING  

A COLLABORATIVE EVENT OF WIFO, IHS AND CEU 
May 27, 2021   1 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

1100 Vienna, Quellenstraße 51-55, Auditorium (audience Zoom only) 

 

Participants List 
Bachtrögler-Unger, Julia (WIFO) – is an economist at WIFO and has been working in the 
Research Group "Structural Change and Regional Development" since 2018. Her research 
focuses on issues of regional and urban economics, in particular the analysis of economic 
policy measures in the regional context, regional development and convergence. Recent 
research activities involve national and international research projects dealing with the 
analysis of EU cohesion policy at the micro- and small-scale level. 

 

 

 

Durnová, Anna (IHS) – Anna Durnová is a public policy scholar and Elise 
Richter Research Fellow at the research group Insight Austria. She researches 
the interplays of emotions and knowledge in politics using examples from 
health, science, and social policies. The main interest of this work is to 
understand the current societal polarizations better, in particular the 
conditions of legitimacy of expertise and the way citizen engage with 
expertise in democratic societies. 

 

Fazekas, Mihály (CEU) – is an assistant professor at the Central European 
University, School of Public Policy, with a focus on using Big Data methods to 
understand the quality of government globally. He is also the scientific 
director of an innovative think-tank, the Government Transparency Institute, 
while serving as a non-resident research fellow at the University of 
Cambridge. He has a PhD from the University of Cambridge where he 
pioneered Big Data methods to measure and understand high-level 
corruption in Central- and Eastern Europe. His research and policy interests 
revolve around corruption, favoritism, private sector collusion, and government spending efficiency. 

 



         

 

 

Forstner, Susanne (IHS) – a senior researcher in economics within the research group 
“European Governance, Public Finance and Labor Markets” at IHS. Her core areas of research 
are labor economics and public finance from a quantitative macroeconomic perspective. 

 

 

 

 

Glocker, Christian (WIFO) – is a Senior Economist at WIFO focusing on macroeconomics and European Economic 
Policy. His research focusses primarily on applied macro-econometrics, financial market stability and macroprudential 
regulation as well as Macro-econometric modelling. 

 

Ignatieff, Michael (CEU) – is the current President and Rector of CEU, a university 
professor, writer and former politician. Between 2006 and 2011, he served as an MP in 
the Parliament of Canada and then as Leader of the Liberal Party of Canada and Leader 
of the Official Opposition. He is a member of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada and 
holds thirteen honorary degrees. Between 2012 and 2015 he served as Centennial Chair 
at the Carnegie Council for Ethics in International Affairs in New York. Between 2014 and 
2016 he was Edward R. Murrow Professor of the Practice of the Press, Politics and Public 
Policy at the Harvard Kennedy School.  

 

 

 

Koch, Sebastian (IHS) – is a researcher at IHS focusing primarily on macroeconomics and 
business cycles and economic forecasting. He also works on topics related to transport 
economics. 

 

 

 

 

Kocher, Martin (HBM) – is the current Austrian Federal Minister for Labor. In 
his previous role he worked as the scientific director at the Institute of 
Advanced Studies (IHS) and as a full Professor for Behavioral Economics at the 
University of Vienna (Department of Economics). In his research Martin 
Kocher focused mainly on behavioral economics, experimental economics, 
sports economics, economic psychology, and public finance.  

 



         

 

 

 

König, Thomas (IHS) – is mainly responsible for supporting the director of IHS 
in all matters concerning strategy and scientific services. Academically, he 
works on questions related to the governance of science and, more broadly, 
the sociology of science and innovation. Ongoing projects relate to the history 
and sociology of social sciences, research funding and research policy in the 
EU, and touch on issues such as academic autonomy, decision-making, 
bibliometrics, impact analysis. 

 

 

Köszegi, Botond (CEU) – is a professor at the department of economics and business at CEU. His research focusses 
mainly on economic theory and behavioral economics.  

 

Lasinger, Donia (WWTF) – is deputy managing director of the Vienna Science and Technology 
Funds with expertise in innovation research, strategic development and research and 
innovation policy. She has a background in economics with national and international expertise 
in consulting and strategy projects. She is currently working on topics like new funding 
instruments, open science, and gender in research funding. 

 

 

 

 

Mahringer, Helmut (WIFO) – is Senior Economist at the Austrian Institute of Economic 
Research (WIFO). His research focuses on the impact analysis of labour market and social 
policy, the forecasting of labour market developments and labour supply, the flexibilisation of 
labour markets and on unemployment. 

 

 

 

 

Merz, Monika (University of Vienna) – is a professor of macroeconomics at the University of 
Vienna and a research fellow at CEPR, London, and IZA, Bonn. She studies labor and financial 
markets from a macroeconomic perspective. Current research topics include determinants and 
aggregate implications of couples’ time-use as well as firms’ hiring behavior over the course of 
the business cycle. 

 

 



         

 

 

Miess, Michael (IHS) – is a researcher at IHS, the Environment Agency Austria 
(EAA) and WU Vienna. On the method side, he focuses on macroeconomic 
modelling (agent-based, input-output, stock-flow consistent, and general 
equilibrium models), linking financial and real economy in formal economic 
modelling, as well as financialization and its relation to sustainable economic 
development and distributional issues. The main aim of his research is to 
uncover the macroeconomic determinants for a successful social-ecological 
transformation to a low or even zero carbon economy by mid-century. 

 

Poltoratskaya, Viiktoria (CEU) – works as a quantitative analyst at the 
Government Transparency Institute on research projects devoted to corruption 
in public procurement. She holds a master’s degree in Political Science from 
Central European University and is currently enrolled in a postgraduate 
program in political economy. Her research focuses on clientelism and political 
corruption in Russian regions. Viktoriia worked as a teaching assistant in 
multiple courses at CEU, mostly related to research methods and design, impact 
evaluation and political economy. 

 

 

Prainsack, Barbara (University of Vienna) – is a Professor for Comparative Policy Analysis and 
Head of the Department of Political Science. Her research interests include health policy, 
practices, institutions and politics of solidarity; political, as well as the social and ethical 
aspects of personalized medicine. She also focusses on data-rich practices in science and 
medicine and the regulation of DNA technologies in medicine and forensics. She is currently 
serving as a member of the Austrian Bioethics Commission and of the European Group on 
Ethics. 

 

 

Rocha-Akis, Silvia (WIFO) – is Senior Economist at WIFO and has been working in the Research 
Group "Labor market, Income and Social Security" since 2012. Her research and work focus on 
income distribution and redistribution, tax and transfer systems, welfare state, distribution 
and revenue effects of economic policy measures, and the development of microsimulation 
models. Her recent projects include ex-ante and ex-post evaluations of tax reforms, the WIFO 
redistribution study, and analyses of the socioeconomic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in 
Austria.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



         

 

 

Skidelsky, Robert (Warwick University) – Robert Skidelsky is emeritus professor of political 
economy at Warwick University. His three-volume biography of John Maynard Keynes (1983, 
1992, 2000) won five prizes and his book on the financial crisis – Keynes: The Return of the 
Master – was published in September 2010. He was made a member of the House of Lords in 
1991 (he sits on the cross-benches) and elected a fellow of the British Academy in 1994. He has 
recently written and filmed a series of lectures on the History and Philosophy of Economics 
which will be made available as an open online course in partnership with the Institute for New 
Economics Thinking, his most recent book What’s Wrong with Economics? was published in 
2019 by the Yale University Press. 

 

Starlinger, Thomas (Office of the Austrian President) – currently works for the Austrian 
federal president as an advisor in security policy matters and liaison to the Austrian Ministries 
for Defense and Interior. Thomas Starlinger was appointed as Minister for Defense under 
Austrian chancellor Bierlein in 2019. Starlinger served as the commander of the multi-national 
task force of the KFOR troops in Kosovo before being appointed as deputy chief of staff at the 
operational response corps in Ulm. Since April 2020, he has been chairing an interdisciplinary 
platform of approximately 100 scientists aimed at providing evidence-based information to 
the political decision-making process.  

 

Thomas, Tobias (Statistik Austria) – Tobias Thomas is Director General of 
Statistics Austria. In addition, he is an adjunct Professor of Economics at 
Heinrich Heine University Düsseldorf as well as CMDS Fellow at Central 
European University (CEU) in Budapest. Furthermore, Thomas is the vice 
president of the Austrian Statistical Society (ÖSG) and a member of the 
standing field committee for Economic Systems and Institutional Economics 
of the German Economic Association, one of the largest professional 
economics associations in Europe. In addition, he is a scientific expert at the 
Austrian Pension Commission which analyses the financial sustainability of the national pension system. 

 

Weber, Andrea (CEU) - is an applied labor economist and her current research focuses 
on the interaction of labor markets with social insurance systems, the dynamics of 
unemployment, gender differences in the labor market, and the mobility of workers in 
the European Union. 

 

 

 

 



         

 

 

Weyerstrass, Klaus (IHS) – works at the Institute for Advanced Studies in the field of 
macroeconomics. His research mainly focuses on macroeconomic modelling, business cycle 
analysis, international economics, determinants of economic growth, fiscal and monetary 
aspects of European economic integration. Klaus Weyerstrass teaches at the Vienna University 
of Economics and Business and at the Central European University. 

 

 

 

 

Zulehner, Christine (University of Vienna) – is a professor of economics at the University of Vienna, and a visiting 
professor at Telecom Paris, as well as a research fellow at the Austrian Institute of Economic Research (WIFO). Her 
research interests are industrial organization, competition economics, auctions, dynamic oligopoly models, labor 
demand, and gender differences. Current research projects focus on the evaluation of bidding behavior in 
procurement auctions, employment behavior of firms and gender-specific benefits from ride-hailing apps. 


