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ABSTRACT / Storms over the Balkans during the Second World War illustrates how the leaders of the 
external powers were forced to improvise their tactics and compromise their ideologies under the 
pressure of war and the competing claims of their allies and clients. Neither the Axis nor the Allied 
camps were uniform blocs, and deep divisions ran through the ranks of the resistance and those 
collaborating with the occupying powers. These tensions contributed to the failure of all the 
participants in the struggle to achieve their aims. The complexities of the wartime experiences help 
to explain the persistence of memories and unfulfilled aspirations that continue to haunt the region. 
The study is based on extensive research in new sources in seven languages. 

 

BIO / Alfred J. Rieber is University Professor Emeritus at the Central European University, where he 
was Chair of History from 1996 to 2000. He previously taught at Northwestern University and the 
University of Pennsylvania, and is the author of many books, including Struggle for the Eurasian 
Borderlands. From the Early Modern Empires to the End of the First World War (2014), which won 
the 2015 World History Association Bentley Prize, and Stalin and the Struggle for Supremacy in 
Eurasia (2015), which was shortlisted for the Pushkin Prize in Russian History in 2016. 
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